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and their chiefs so daring, and the
Eaglish so cowed, that it wes no
otherwise betwzen them man as a
hare before greyhounds’,

This is paramount, &5 frced with
contmual raids on their lands, and
feeling that the crown did notbing
ta proteet them, northern English
lords made private arrangements with
Hruce. As part of thess agreemenss
Bruce partly schieved hus main aim
- English recognition of $cotland
as an independent country, albeic
Edward stiil refused 13 recognise
him. Overall, Bruee's leadership was
key 10 the schievement of Scatrish
independence us his resounding
victory at Bennockburn pushed
English forces almost completely vut
of Scotland. However, with Edward’s
denial of Scodaad's independence
Robert’s successful use of diplonipcy,
was also key to victary,

Successhul use of diplomacy
was crucial 1o securing Scottish
independence, according i GW.S
Barrow. On 6 Aprit 1320, the
‘Declaration of Arbroath' was
bandeid to Sirs Adam Gordon and
Edward Maubisson for d=livery 1o
pope John XX =t Avigaon. The
letter is an claborate apgument
detailing the redsons for Scottish
independence and justifiing xing
Robert’s usumation of the throne
in 1306. Barrow states it was ‘the
most eloguent statement of the
case for national indegendence 1o
be produced anywhere in medieval
Europe’. The lenter, oftn cuoted
by hisronans, shows the Seomish
people's desire for frcedom and iz
determinaton to keep that fivedon.

Ronald McNzir Scoit writes, *The
impact on the pope wes immediate
... he sent a lerter 1o BEdwurd 11
cxhorting bim to make peace with
the Scots’. This is impoctant as
papal recogniton forced Bogland
im0 negonatng with Scotlend,
showing that Robart the 3ruce
would, alongside kis totzd contral
of Scotland, nave documents
recognising the country’s
independence. However, peace talls
collapsed by 1322 and the counrrics
resumed conflicr, meaning Sruce
had not yet achieved's recozniced
independent couniry, [t was nor
uniil after the deposition of Edward
IEin 1327 that Bruce was able (o
aegotiate recogaition for Scotland

with England’s new regent, Roger
de Moriimer.

The rreary of Edinburgh-
Northampton, signed in 1328,
brought an end to the war and
ackaowledged the independence
of Scotland. Fiona Watson wriles,
‘in retura for an acknowledgement
that he 2nd his heirs should be
free o enjoy the kingdom of
Scatland withoue having to pay
homage for it, the Scottish king
agreed 1o pay £20,000°. Overall,
Bruce’s successes in diplomatic
situetions were pivosal for gaining
independence as he had won
the war of recognition with the
ratification of the treaty in which
England acknowledged Scotland
as independent. However,
Bruce’s leadership and victory
at Bannuckburn put him in o
position of strength to demand
recognition as king.

To conclude, Scotland geined
its iadependence us a direct
result of Robert the Bruce’s
excellent Jeadership. His victory
at Bannockbura turned the tide
and routed the English foom
every corner of Scotiand. In
essence, Scotland was a free and
independent couniry, However,
Bruce’s successful use of diplomacy,
as well as taking advantage of
English mistakes, ultimarely led
ta Scouish independence being
recognisect by England in the treaty
of Edinburgh-Northampron in 1328,
Thus, king Robert I of Scotiand was
strumenal in helping Scotfand
gain independence.
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to be transtormed into'a b ' garden,
larga staiue of Mary Queen of Seots. !

e garden, on the cernar ol Greyiriars Garden
and St Mary's Place in St Andrevss, Fifs, has lain
datelict for over 20 years. Now, the recently-formed
community group Peats’ Neuk has lesmad that s -
3pphcation 1o register an intarest in buying the garden
has baan approvad by the Sccttish Governmant.

The pians (shown below) celebrate the site's
recorded connection with Mary Queen of Scols.
Pogtry by and about the Queen will ba featured in
the garden, and, in time, a life-size statue of tha
Stawart queen will be a centrepiece, surroundad
by flowering trass, climbing roses and a sories of
poelry plaquas mounted on stona plinths.

Using the community right 1o buy tegislation,
now extendad to urban areas, a group of local
residents supported by twalve major voluniary
organisations in the town, submitted thair two-
stage spplication in December and January.

The propased gardan, in the centre of the
ancient Royal Burgh, is on the site of the medieval
Greyiriars monastery. This piace of land was
granted 1o the community of St Andrews by Mary
Queen of Scots on 17 Aprit 1687, a few months
before her forced abdication. Since then, the site of
the menastery has passed through many hands,

The plans far the gardan refiect its medieval
history and will aim to raturn the land to community
use, provide an extra resource for townspaople and
an additionat sita of interest for visitors o the town.

o e
Plan ol t proposed garden, with ie-sizad
Mary Quees of Scotx siatus




